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Honorable H. Russel Holland

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA

In re:

The EXXON VALDEZ
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DECLARATION OF LYNN LINCOLN SARKOQO IN SUPPORT OF LEAD

COUNSEL'S APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER DISTRIBUTING

EXXON QUALIFIED SETTLEMENT FUNDS TO NATV. NOOS, FOOE, SO1E.

SO03KE, S04E., S01H, S03H, S04H. S01K. S02K. S04K AND S01L CLAIMANTS AND

THEIR ATTORNEYS
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1. [ am the Court-appointed Claims Administrator of the Exxon Qualified
Settlement Fund (hereinafter “EQSF™). I make this declaration based on personal
knowledge and am competent to testify to the matters set forth herein.

2, In an effort to determine how much of the money which was recently
received from Exxon might 1‘casonabl§ be made available for distribution to claimants
this year in light of Sea Hawk's motion to set aside the Plan of Distribution, I made the
following decisions.

3. First, after consultation with Plaintiffs’ Lead Counsel and Plaintiffs’
Allocation Committee, and with the goal of getting a significant amount of the money
recently received from Exxon to as large a group of claimants as is realistic given the
amount of time that will remain this year if the Sea Hawk motion is resolved on
approximately November 15, I have selected 13 claim categories for distribution. Those
categories are as follows: Native (NATV), Native Opt Out Settlement Class (NOQOS), the
Prince William Sound 1989 Fund (FOOE), Prince William Sound Salmon Seine (SO1E),
Prince William Sound Salmon Drift (SO3E), Prince William Sound Salmon Set Net
(S04L), Cook Inlet Salmon Seine (S01H), Cook Inlet Salmon Drift (S03H), Cook Inlet
Salmon Set Net (S04H), Kodiak Salmon Seine (SO1K), Kodiak Salmon Beach Seine
(SO2K). Kodiak Salmon Set Net (S04K) and Chignik Salmon Seine (SOIL).

4. Second, I calculated how much of the $383,349.750.00 which plaintifts’

counsel recently received should be available for distribution to these thirteen groups of
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claimants as follows.

5 Of the $383,349,750.00 which was received from Exxon, $19,678,268.75
was distributed to the Chugach group of Native Corporations because of their “off the
top™ status, and $608,606.25 has been reserved for that group’s 3% fund share, for a total
of $20.286.875.00. $1,674.,750.00 of the total was set aside for the Seattle Seven’s share
of the 3% fund. With direction from Lead Counsel, | then subtracied 5% of
$437,500,000.00 — $21,875,000.00 — as a reserve for Cook Inlet Processors and Nautilus
Marine, who maintain an appeal with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and who are
arguing that, like the Seattle Seven and the Chugach Native Corporation group, they are
entitled to an “off the top™ distribution.

6. With the assistance of members of the Plaintiffs” Fee Committee, who
anticipate filing a motion within the next two weeks for a distribution of costs to counsel,
I next estimated that $29,000,000.00 should be reserved for costs to plaintiffs’ counsel.

7. Subtraction of the various amounts discussed in paragraphs 5 and 6, as
summarized on the spreadsheet that is attached hereto as Exhibit A, leaves a total of
$310,513,125.00 (before attorneys fees are deducted) as available for distribution to all
claim categories covered by the Plan of Allocation (and a small group of pro per
plaintiffs who are not covered by the Plan of Allocation).

8. I recommend that 1% of that amount be held in reserve for various

contingencies that may arise during the course of administration, including the need to
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